
1/18/2019

 

Dear Commissioner Banks and Joclyn Carter DHS Administrator,

 

My name is Isha George and I am a Licensed Clinical Social worker working within the NYC area.

 

I am writing this letter as I am concerned about the sudden eviction of GDS (Growth Development

Services) from the NYC Fort Washington Armory by Human Resources Administration (HRA)/Department of 

Homeless Services (DHS) Administration (HRA). This issue and the governance of the Fort Washington Armory 

was on the Community Board 12 Housing Committee agenda Thursday, January 10,2019 which I attended to 

support and speak on behalf of GDS.

 

DHS did not show up at this meeting however, and no explanation was provided for this devastating

eviction other than "they have the right to do so.” I believe that the eviction of a 16-year tenant

organization who has positively impacted the lives of our community; especially the young and elderly, requires 

more consideration, and clarity. Questions need to be answered like: What lead to this eviction? Why was an 

explanation not provided? How did DHS attempt to work with GDS prior to sending this eviction notice?

 

You must understand why this is so concerning to many as GDS is a vital resource in the community of 

Washington Heights but also in the field of social services. It is a place where our young people can be guided, 

supported, taught, mentored, and provided with opportunities that will enrich their lives. GDS has been a part of 

the community for many years and have impacted the lives of many teens, families, seniors and professionals. I 

am one of those professionals. I volunteered with GDS in the summer of 2018 and saw and was a part of their 

amazing work.

 

As a professional working with underserved youth and families in this city I see firsthand the need for programs 

like GDS in all our communities. Free programs where youth can have simple access to

professional services, counseling, mentoring, tutoring, job and life skills preparation, etc. Programs like these:

 

� either don’t exist in all boroughs

� exist but are not free for our low-income families

� exist but are limited in the scope of services they offer

� and the list goes on and on.

 

I am bewildered as to why a program like GDS would be taken away from a community in need. This

eviction will certainly have a negative impact on quality of life for this neighborhood and for the youth that it is 

purposed to reach (both within and out of the neighborhood).

 

I implore you to sit down in a meeting together and find a solution to move forward and allow GDS to

continue offering these essential and valuable services. Reconsider the eviction notice and the

opportunities GDS brings to all the people whose lives are impacted by it. The Fort Washington Armory is a 

public space and thus should serve the public and provide community assets. GDS fulfils this mission. Thank 

you for your attention and consideration to this request. The community as well as I look forward to your 

response and to the longevity of the relationships between GDS, DHS and the NYC Fort Washington Armory.

 

Sincerely,

 

Isha George, LCSW


